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Methodology
WHAT The Christian Medical & Dental Association of Canada (CMDA) conducted a study among a
representative sample of online Ontario residents to understand their thoughts about the
role of health care professionals in Medical Assistance in Dying (MAID), as well as
proposed legislation in Ontario to protect health care professionals who wish to opt out
from participating in the procedure.

The Angus Reid Group developed the questionnaire methodology and administered the
data collection on behalf of CMDA. The intent of the study is to understand the
landscape related to health care professionals opting out of administering MAID and
reactions to possible legislation. The Angus Reid Group is a non-partisan organization and
has no official position on public policy issues such as this one.

WHO

The sample was comprised of n=1,002 online Ontario adults via the Angus Reid Forum,
balanced and weighted on age, gender and region. For comparison purposes only,
probability samples of this size would yield a margin of error of +/- 3.1 percentage points,
19 times out of 20.

WHEN Study was fielded from July 19-21, 2021
NOTE Statistically significant differences between groups are indicated throughout the
report using a 95% confidence interval.
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Key Findings
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Responsibilities for Health Care Professionals Related to MAID
Two in three (66%) Ontarians believe that health care professionals who wish to opt out of participation in MAID should either do nothing further or provide
information about Telehealth Ontario and existing hospital services
Question:
There are occasions where patients may come to a health care professional and seek Medical Assistance in Dying.
Some health care professionals may want to opt out of participating in Medical Assistance in Dying or to help arrange for someone else to do it because deliberately causing the death of a
patient violates their moral convictions. The basis for the opting out may be the Hippocratic Oath or medical ethics, or moral, ethical or religious convictions.
In Ontario, patients seeking Medical Assistance in Dying (or someone acting on their behalf) can access the procedure directly by contacting Telehealth Ontario or existing hospital-based
services. In this scenario, a patient requests Medical Assistance in Dying from a health care professional who wants to opt out of providing or directly arranging for the service to be provided
by another health care professional because of their moral convictions. In your opinion, what should the health care professional be required to do?

GENDER

Nothing

7%

Provide information about Telehealth Ontario and existing
hospital-based services which offer direct patient access to
Medical Assistance in Dying

59%

Directly arrange for the service to be provided by another
healthcare professional

Perform the procedure

29%

5%

AGE

Women

Men

18-34

35-54

55+

4%

11%

7%

8%

7%

61%

56%

55%

58%

62%

6%

5%

8%

6%

2%

6%

5%

8%

6%

2%

Base: All respondents (n=1,002)
QB1. In this scenario, a patient requests Medical Assistance in Dying from a health care professional who wants to opt out of providing or directly arranging for the service to be provided by
another health care professional because of their moral convictions. In your opinion, what should the health care professional be required to do?

Higher/lower than other
groups at 95% confidence
level
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Consequences of Refusing to Provide MAID
Just over half (54%) of Ontarians say that the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario should not be able to discipline health care professionals as a result of
refusing to provide or arrange MAID procedures.
Question:
Should health care regulators (for example the College of Physicians and Surgeons of
Ontario) be able to discipline health care professionals (including the ability to terminate
their licence to practice medicine) for refusing to provide or directly arrange for another
healthcare professional to provide MAID?

Yes - They should be able to discipline health
care professionals

28%

No - They should not be able to discipline
health care professionals

Don't know/Not sure

GENDER

54%

17%

AGE

Women

Men

18-34

35-54

55+

26%

31%

37%

30%

21%

56%

53%

46%

50%

63%

19%

16%

17%

20%

16%

Base: All respondents (n=1,002)
QB2. Should health care regulators (for example the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario) be able to discipline health care professionals (including the ability to terminate their
licence to practice medicine) for refusing to provide or directly arrange for another healthcare professional to provide MAID?

Higher/lower than other
groups at 95% confidence
level
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Proposed Legislation for Health Care Professionals to Opt Out
of Participating in MAID
Legislation is currently being considered in Ontario that would
protect health care professionals who wish to opt out of
participating in Medical Assistance in Dying while at the same
time ensuring access for patients who seek the procedure. Health
care professionals would not be forced to provide MAID or directly
arrange for it to be provided by another health care professional
against their will.

85% of Ontarians support the proposed legislation.

Support/Opposition to
Proposed Legislation
8%
3%
5%

The legislation would require the health care professional to do the
following in response to a patient request for MAID:
•
•

•

•
•

advise the patient that they do not participate in Medical
Assistance In Dying;
advise the patient that they will provide them with information
about ways to get access to medical assistance in dying
through Telehealth Ontario or through existing hospital
services;
the health care professional will offer to assist the patient in
finding someone who will help them contact Telehealth
Ontario if they are of the opinion that the patient is unable to
access Telehealth Ontario on their own;
when requested by the patient, the health care professional
must provide a complete transfer of care to an available and
willing colleague; and
if the patient does not want a complete transfer of care, the
health care professional will continue to serve the patient in
all other aspects of their care.

44% of Ontarians 55
years and older strongly
support the legislation,
compared to 35% of
those under 55

46%

85%

Support
39%

Strongly support

Support

Oppose

Strongly oppose

Don't know/Not sure

Base: Total (n=1,002)
QB3. Legislation is currently being considered in Ontario that would protect health care professionals who wish to opt out of participating in Medical Assistance in Dying while…ensuring
access... Do you support or oppose this legislation?
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Political Implications of Legislation Support
40% of Ontarians say they would be more likely to support a political party who proposed or supported this legislation.

If a political party were to propose or support the legislation described in the last question,*
would you be more or less likely to vote for them in the next provincial election?
3%
4%

Legislation is currently being considered in Ontario that would protect health care
professionals who wish to opt out of participating in Medical Assistance in Dying
while at the same time ensuring access for patients who seek the procedure. Health
care professionals would not be forced to provide MAID or directly arrange for it to be
provided by another health care professional against their will.
The legislation would require the health care professional to do the following in
response to a patient request for MAID:
•
•
•
•

•

53%

advise the patient that they do not participate in Medical Assistance In Dying;
advise the patient that they will provide them with information about ways to get
access to medical assistance in dying through Telehealth Ontario or through
existing hospital services;
the health care professional will offer to assist the patient in finding someone
who will help them contact Telehealth Ontario if they are of the opinion that the
patient is unable to access Telehealth Ontario on their own;
when requested by the patient, the health care professional must provide a
complete transfer of care to an available and willing colleague; and
if the patient does not want a complete transfer of care, the health care
professional will continue to serve the patient in all other aspects of their care.

40%

31%

More
likely

9%
Much more likely

More likely

No more or less likely

Less likely

Much less likely
Base: Total (n=1,002)
QB4. If a political party were to propose or support the legislation described in the last question, would you be more likely to vote for them in the next provincial election?
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Attitudes and Opinions Surrounding MAID
To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
Health care professionals who have an ethical or moral objection to providing MAID
should be allowed to continue to practice medicine (provided that they do not block
their patients from accessing MAID).

45%

When the patient’s health care professional is opposed to MAID, they should be
able to discuss the source of the patient’s suffering and alternatives to MAID with
the patient’s consent, provided they do not block access.

27%

I support the federal government’s expansion of Medical Assistance in Dying
access (under Bill C-7) to include people with disabilities, people with chronic
illness and people with mental health concerns.

26%

There is an attitude in society in general that the lives of people with disabilities are
less valuable than able bodied people.

17%

When patients are pursuing MAID, their health care professionals should not be
able to discuss it with them to determine the nature of their suffering and offer
alternatives to MAID.

5% 8%

Strongly Agree
Base: All Respondents (n=1,002)
QC1. Agreement with statement

Agree

46%

Disagree

3% 3%

61%

44%

19%

I am concerned that people with disabilities, people with chronic illness and people
with mental health concerns will choose MAID because of lack of services, lack of
social support, loneliness, or isolation.

NET: Agree

43%

38%

19%

25%

44%

Strongly Disagree

9%

30%

5% 6%

88%

13%

70%

8%

12%

9%

91%

8%

62%

11%

55%

13%

13%

Not sure
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Thank you!

ANGUS REID GROUP
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